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According to the South African Police Service over a 1000 children are murdered (many of them by guns) annually and approximately 100 000 children physically or sexually assaulted.
It does therefore not make any sense to shower our population and its children with a continuous stream of violence on the TV, in theatre, cinema and computer games. 
Infants, as young as from the first year of age, learn from their environments and the effects of violence in the media on the development of children has been widely reported. On the short term, watching media violence leads to aggressive behaviour, while on the long term exposure to violent media does inhibit the individual ability to find alternative solutions to a conflict, thereby promoting violence. There has been proof for almost a decade; in a joint statement of the Public Health Community in the USA consisting of many groups, including paediatricians, psychiatrists and psychologists, issued a joint statement in July 2000 that concluded that over 1 000 studies indicated there was a causal association between media (TV, films, video games) violence and aggressive behaviour in some children. The main findings of the report were that children exposed to violence utilise watching violence as a justification for their own aggressive behaviour. Children also can become emotionally desensitised towards violence in real life, which can decrease the likelihood to act on behalf of the victims. Media violence furthermore can make children perceive the world as violent, thereby raising fear of becoming a victim, decreasing self-protective behaviour and promoting developmental disorders. Finally, media violence may lead to real-life violence.  Especially young children exposed to media violence have a higher tendency for violent and aggressive behaviour later in life than children who are not so exposed. In spite of all this knowledge, overwhelming violence continues in the media. In the USA it has been calculated that by the age of 16 the average child would have been exposed to approximately 200 000 acts of violence on TV and approximately 20 000 murders, and there is no reason to assume that the situation is any better in South Africa. Perpetrators of the violent acts are usually portrayed in a very positive manner, while the victim is not portrayed at all and no attention is paid to the long-term effects of the injury. In a typical hour of TV programming, children’s shows featured more than twice as many violent incidents (14%) than other types of programmes (6%). Many researchers believe that children aged 7 and younger are particularly vulnerable to the effects of viewing violence, because they tend to perceive fantasy and cartoon violence as realistic. Two long-term studies indicate that TV habits of children are a significant predictor of adult aggression and criminal behaviour, regardless of children’s initial aggressiveness, IQ, social status or parenting style. In a 20-year-study boys who preferred and viewed more violent programmes at the age of 8 years were more likely to be aggressive as teenagers and to have arrests and convictions for interpersonal violent crimes as adults. A 17-year longitudinal study concluded that teens who watch more than one hour of TV a day were almost four times as likely as other teens to commit aggressive acts in adulthood. Unsupervised television viewing is likely to be more common in poorer communities because of the pressure on parents to work. 
A 11-year old girl, shot while waiting for the School Bus.
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Although bullet tracts like not to make to lot of damage, the following picture shows what damage the can cause inside.
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A three-year old girl shot through the neck and now paralized from the neck downwards.
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A 1-year old baby hit by a stray bullet in its sleep.
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A bullet in the chest, close to the heart of a small child.
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And another one.
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A 8-year old boy shot through the belly.
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And in the operation room.
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The bullet found during the operation.
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