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k Dear President Zuma

Please consider this request from your people:

Our excitement as a country is shared as we wait to welcome the world
to South Africa for the FIFA World Cup. We’re rebuilding roads,
creating new transport systems, erecting hotels and reorganizing our
cities to give our guests the very best our land has to offer. With you,
we want this to be the most successful World Cup ever hosted.

But the high rate of violent crime continues to cast a shadow over
these happy preparations. Aggravated by the shocking number of guns
on the streets of South Africa, violence is a daily threat to each of us
and to the people we love.

So, to match all our other efforts in readying our beautiful nation,

we plead for equal energy to be poured into preventing crime-related
tragedies. By initiating positive action, we can start purging the streets
of guns before the first plane lands. And what better way than for our
Head of State to lead by example?

Mr President, one of the things you’re famous for is your use of the
old struggle song Umshini Wami. We'd like nothing more than to hear
you sing that famous refrain again... but this time, for a different cause
and with slightly different lyrics. We’d like to ask you to please stop
singing Umshini Wami ( ‘Bring Me My Machinegun’) and sing

Umshini Wakbo ( ‘Bring Us Your Machineguns’) instead.

That small change would transform a call-to-arms into an anthem

of community safety, responsibility and peacemaking. The message of
peace and hope this would spread not only across our own country,
but to the world, would be immeasurable. By singing Umshini Wakho
(‘Bring Us Your Machineguns’) you can guide us into this new era

and set the example by urging citizens to hand in their guns to the
South African Police Service.

By approaching crime and violence in a determined and positive manner,
and by ridding our society of guns, we can make a significant advance
in creating a safer South Africa.

Sincerely,

The People of South Africa
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